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CHARTER 

of  the 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 

INCORPORATED 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40206 

As  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  January  23.  1858;  and 
Amended:  February  25,  1860;  April  3,  1861;  June  3,  1865; 

February  28,  1880;  September  8,  1942;  and  April  23,  1963 

[The  following  statement  of  the  Kentucky  Charter  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  is  a  composite  of  the  original  Act  of  January 
23,  1858,  establishing  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Kentucky  non-profit  corporation,  and  all  subsequent  amendments  to  this 
Act  to  date,  the  last  such  amendment  being  approved  on  April  23,  1963.] 

SECTION  1 

That  an  Institution  under  the  name  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  or  its 
vicinity,  and  that  James  Guthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S. 
Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten,  William  Kendrick,  John  G.  Barret,  and  A.  O. 
Brannin,  and  their  successors,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  a  body 
corporate,  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  with  the  right  as  such  to  use  a  common 
seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of 
justice  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the  interests  of  the  institution  are 
involved.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  receive 
by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  otherwise,  lands,  money,  and  other  prop¬ 
erty,  and  the  same  to  retain,  use  and  apply  to  the  publishing  of  books 
in  raised  letters  for  the  blind;  and  they  are  authorized  to  purchase 
land,  and  erect,  purchase,  or  rent  buildings,  for  the  Use  of  said  insti¬ 
tution,  and  to  make  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation.  They  may  appoint  such 
officers  and  agents  as  may  be  necessary;  may  prescribe  their  duties, 
and  fix  the  term  of  their  offices  and  the  amount  of  their  compensa¬ 
tion;  Provided,  however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by  any 
officer  or  agent  involving  the  payment  of  money  shall  be  binding 
until  ratified  by  the  trustees.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby  invested 
with  the  same  powers  and  privileges  in  regard  to  the  copyright  of 
books  published  by  them  as  are  enjoyed  by  natural  persons.  The 
trustees  may  adopt  from  time  to  time,  such  bylaws,  rules,  and  regu¬ 
lations  as  may  be  legal  and  proper. 

The  nature  of  the  business  of  the  corporation  shall  consist  of 
the  publication  and  distribution  of  books  for  the  blind;  the  production 
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and  distribution  of  tangible  apparatus  that  is  now  in  use  or  that  here¬ 
after  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  blind  persons;  research  of  all 
kinds  for  the  benefit  of  blind  persons;  and  any  and  every  activity 
which  is  consistent  with  its  purposes  as  an  agency  devoted  to  the 
promotion  of  the  education,  rehabilitation  and  welfare  of  blind 
persons. 

In  addition  to  the  trustees  named  in  this  section,  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  each  public  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  or 
his  designee,  and  the  chief  state  school  officer,  or  his  designee,  of 
each  state  and  possession  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  each  be  and  hereby 
are  constituted,  ex-officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  the  purpose  only  of  super¬ 
vising  the  administration  of  that  certain  Act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  1879,  entitled  “An  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the 
Blind”  and  all  amendments  thereto,  and  with  no  responsibilities, 
right  or  duties  with  respect  to  the  election  of  officers,  the  alteration, 
amendment  or  repeal  of  any  bylaws,  or  attendance  at  any  regular  or 
special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  unless  action  on  matters  pertaining  to 
the  administration  of  the  aforesaid  Act  is  to  be  taken  at  such  meeting. 

Such  ex-officio  trustees  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  shall  be 
given  notice  of  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  trustees  at 
which  action  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  the  said 
Act  is  to  be  taken,  and  unless  such  notice  is  duly  given  no  such  action 
shall  be  taken  with  respect  thereto. 

SECTION  2 

The  trustees  shall  elect  annually  a  president,  a  treasurer,  and  a 
secretary,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be 
elected  and  duly  qualified.  Said  trustees  may  prescribe  the  duties 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  said  officers. 

SECTION  3 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  trustees  to  hold  an  annual  meeting, 
and  other  stated  meetings,  at  such  times  as  they  may  appoint,  and 
such  special  meetings  as  may  be  called  by  the  president  or  secretary. 

SECTION  4 

The  trustees  shall  require  from  the  treasurer,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  his  bond,  with  satisfactory  security,  that 
he  will  take  care  of  and  account  for  all  money  and  other  property  of 
the  institution  that  may  be  intrusted  to  him,  and  that  he  will  faith¬ 
fully  perform  all  the  duties  of  his  office. 
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SECTION  5 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Trustees  shall  have  the  power 
to  invest  funds  of  the  corporation  in  bonds  or  other  interest-bearing 
obligations  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America;  bonds 
and  state  warrants  and  other  interest-bearing  obligations  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  including  Bridge  Revenue  bonds  issued  by  the  Kentucky 
State  Highway  Commission  as  an  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky;  securities  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  “The 
Federal  Farm  Foan  Act,”  bonds  and  obligations  of  the  Home  Owners 
Loan  Corporation,  Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corporation,  Federal 
Intermediate  Credit  Bank,  and  bonds,  mortgages  and  obligations 
issued  or  insured  by  the  Federal  Housing  Administrator;  and  real 
estate  mortgage  notes,  bonds  and  other  interest-bearing  or  dividend 
paying  securities  which  would  be  regarded  by  prudent  businessmen 
as  safe  investments;  and  to  make  loans  with  such  securities  as 
collateral. 


SECTION  6 

The  trustees  of  said  printing  house  shall  continue  in  office  until 
their  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death, 
removal  from  the  State,  or  removal  from  office,  as  hereinbefore  pro¬ 
vided  for;  all  vacancies  caused  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death, 
or  removal  from  the  State,  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members 
of  the  board. 
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SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

of 

PURPOSE  OF,  AND  AUTHORIZING 
LEGISLATION  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE 
FEDERAL  “ACT  TO  PROMOTE  THE 
EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND” 

As  Enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  March  3,  1879,  and 
Amended:  June  25,  1906;  March  4,  1913;  August  4,  1919;  February 
8,  1927;  June  26,  1934;  August  23,  1937;  July  1,  1939;  May  22,  1952; 

August  2,  1956;  September  22,  1961;  and  April  13,  1970 

[The  following  statement  of  the  purpose  of,  and  the  authorizing 
legislation  with  regard  to,  the  Federal  Act  “To  Promote  the  Education  of 
the  Blind”  is  a  composite  of  the  original  Act  of  1 879  and  subsequent 
amendments  thereto  to  date,  as  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  last  such  amendment  being  approved  April  13,  1970.] 

Purpose1 

Whereas,  the  trustees,  superintendents,  and  teachers  of  the 
various  State  and  public  institutions  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind, 
representing  the  interests  of  over  thirty  thousand  blind  persons  in  the 
United  States,  have  united  in  a  petition  to  Congress  to  take  into 
consideraion  the  needs  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  Association  of  the  American  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  at  their  session  in  Philadelphia  in  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  representing  twenty-six  State  and  public  institutions 
for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  have  set  forth  in  a  series  of  resolutions 
that  the  especial  needs  of  the  blind  are  embossed  books  and  tangible 
apparatus,  and  have  recommended  that  if  any  aid  should  be  given  by 
Congress  it  would  most  efficiently  come  through  increasing  the  means 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky;  and 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Kentucky  legislature  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  an  act  of  special  legislation  declared  James 
Guthrie,  W.  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S.  Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten,  John 
Milton,  H.  T.  Curd,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and  their  successors,  a  body 
corporate,  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  printing 
books  and  making  apparatus  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  of  the 
United  States,  for  general  distribution,  and  for  the  sake  of  philan- 
throphy,  and  with  no  desire  for  pecuniary  gain;  and 

Whereas  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  have  made  appropriations  for  the 
aid  of  said  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  of  which,  on 
account  of  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  only  a  small  part  of  the 
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money  appropriated  by  the  first  three  named  States  was  ever  avail¬ 
able;  and 

Whereas  by  the  money  from  the  States  of  Kentucky,  New  Jersey, 
and  Delaware  a  printing  house  for  the  blind  was  established,  and  is 
now  supplied  with  presses,  type,  stereotype  foundry,  steam-engine,  a 
well-equipped  bindery,  and  all  of  the  appliances  necessary  for  the 
manufacture  of  embossed  books,  and  has  for  the  last  ten  years  been 
manufacturing  embossed  books  superior  in  every  way  to  any  manu¬ 
factured  elsewhere,  which  have  been  distributed  gratuitously  to  the 
blind  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  by  which 
the  blind  in  those  states  have  been  very  much  benefited;  and 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  that  the  blind  of  the  whole  country  should 
be  equally  benefited,  and  the  intentions  of  the  trustees  to  establish  an 
educational  institution  of  the  most  practical  beneficence  and  wisest 
philanthropy  upon  a  national  basis,  should  be  accomplished,  inasmuch 
as  the  Education  of  the  Blind  is  a  subject  to  national  importance: 
Therefore, 


Appropriations  and  Directives 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

Section  1. 

A.  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  [$250,000] 
shall  be  set  apart  and  credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department 
as  a  perpetual  trust  fund;  and  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  [$10,000], 
being  equivalent  to  four  percentum  [4%]  on  the  principal  of  said  trust 
fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  such  appropriations  shall  be 
deemed  a  permanent  annual  appropriation  and  shall  be  expended  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  purposes  analysed  by  the  Act  approved  March  third, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  [March  3,  1879],  entitled  “An  Act  to 
promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”  approved  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  [March  3,  1879],  [See  Acts  of  1879,  1906]. 

B.  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  more  adequately  to  provide  books  and  apparatus  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated 
annually  to  it,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation  of  $10,000 
made  in  the  Act  entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  Blind.” 
approved  March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  such  sum  as  the  Congress  may 
determine.  [See  Acts  of  1919,  1961], 

Section  2. 

[This  section  was  abrogated  by  the  Act  of  June  25,  1906].  [See  Act 
of  1906], 


’See  Preamble  to  the  original  Act  of  1879,  page  21. 
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Section  3. 

A.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  over,  semi-annually,  to  the  trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
chartered  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  [1858)  by  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  president,  countersigned  by  their 
treasurer,  the  semi-annual  amount  of  $5,000  due  from  the  permanent 
trust  fund.  [See  Acts  of  1879,  1906). 

B.  That  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  over  semi-annually,  to  the  trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  forthe  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
chartered  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  [1858]  by  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky,  upon  requisition  of  their  president,  countersigned  by  their 
treasurer,  one-half  of  such  sum  as  the  Congress  may  determine  as  an 
annual  appropriation.  [See  Acts  of  1919,  1961). 

The  use  of  all  funds  made  available  under  the  above  provisions  shall 
be  according  to  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  upon  the  following  conditions.  [See 
Acts  of  1961,  1970). 

First.  The  $10,000  annual  permanent  appropriation  from  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Department,  plus  such  sum  as  the  Congress  may  annually  appropriate 
through  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare:  [See  Acts 
of  1970], 

(A)  Shall  be  expended  by  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  each  year  in  manufacturing  and  furnishing  books 
and  other  materials  specially  adapted  for  instruction  of  the  blind;  and 
the  total  amount  of  such  books  and  other  materials  so  manufactured  and 
furnished  by  such  appropriation  shall  each  year  be  distributed  among  all 
the  public  and  private  non-profit  institutions  in  the  States,  territories,  and 
possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated.  Each  public 
and  private  non-profit  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  shall 
receive,  in  books  and  other  materials,  upon  requisition  of  its  superin¬ 
tendent,  that  portion  of  the  appropriation  as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between 
the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  that  institution  and  the  total  number  of 
blind  pupils  are  educated.  Each  chief  State  school  officer  shall  receive, 
blind  pupils  in  all  of  the  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which 
in  books  and  other  materials,  upon  requisition,  that  portion  of  the  ap¬ 
propriation  as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between  the  number  of  blind  pupils 
in  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  (in  the  State)  in  which  blind 
pupils  are  educated,  other  than  institutions  to  which  the  preceding  sen¬ 
tence  is  applicable,  and  the  total  number  of  blind  pupils  in  the  public  and 
private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated  in  all  of 
the  States,  territories  and  possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  ratio  referred 
to  in  each  of  the  two  immediately  preceding  sentences  shall  be  computed 
upon  the  first  Monday  in  January  of  each  year;  and  for  purposes  of  such 
sentences  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  public  and  private  nonprofit 
institutions  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated  shall  be  authenticated  in 
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such  manner  and  as  often  as  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  shall  require.  For  purposes  of  this  Act,  an  institution  for 
the  education  of  the  blind  is  any  institution  which  provides  education 
exclusively  for  the  blind,  or  exclusively  for  the  blind  and  other  handi¬ 
capped  children  (in  which  case  special  classes  are  provided  for  the  blind); 
the  chief  State  school  officer  of  a  State  is  the  superintendent  of  public 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  such  State  or,  if  there  is  none,  such 
other  official  as  the  Governor  certifies  to  have  comparable  responsibility 
in  the  State;  and  a  blind  pupil  is  a  blind  individual  pursuing  a  course  of 
study  in  an  institution  of  less  than  college  grade. 

(B)  The  portion  of  the  appropriation  received  by  each  chief  State 
school  officer,  in  such  books  and  other  materials  under  subparagraph  (A) 
of  this  paragraph  which  represents  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  private 
nonprofit  institutions  in  such  State  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated, 
shall  be  distributed  among  such  institutions  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of 
blind  pupils  in  each  such  institution  as  compared  to  the  total  number  of 
such  pupils  in  all  of  the  private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which  blind 
pupils  are  educated  in  such  State. 

(C)  All  books  and  other  materials  furnished  pursuant  to  this  Act. 
and  control  and  administration  of  their  use,  shall  vest  only  in  a  public 
agency.  Such  books  and  materials  made  available  pursuant  to  this  Act 
for  use  of  teachers  and  blind  pupils  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  possession 
of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  any  state  shall  be  limited  to  those  books  and  materials 
which  have  been  approved  by  an  appropriate  educational  authority  or 
agency  of  such  State,  Territory,  possession,  Commonwealth,  or  District, 
or  any  local  educational  authority  thereof,  for  use,  or  are  used,  in  a  public 
elementary  or  secondary  school  therein. 

Second.  No  part  of  the  appropriation  shall  be  expended  in  the 
erection  or  leasing  buildings;  but  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  may  use  each  year  a  reasonable  sum  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  salaries  and  other  expenses  of  experts  and  other  staff 
to  assist  special  committees  which  may  be  appointed  in  performance  of 
their  functions,  and  for  expenses  of  such  special  committees.  [See  Act 
of  1961], 

Third.  No  profit  shall  be  put  on  any  books  or  tangible  apparatus 
for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  manufactured  or  furnished  by  the  trustees 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky;  and  the  price  put  upon  each  article  so  manufactured  or  furnished 
shall  only  be  its  actual  cost.  [See  Act  of  1879]. 

Fourth.  The  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the  authority  to  withhold  the 
appropriations  for  the  education  of  the  blind  of  the  United  States  when¬ 
ever  he  shall  receive  satisfactory  proof  that  the  trustees  of  said  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  are  not 
using  the  income  from  these  appropriations  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind 
in  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  Blind 
of  the  United  States.  [See  Act  of  1879  and  Reorganization  Plan  No.  1 
of  1953]. 
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Fifth.  Abrogated  by  Act  of  June  25,  1906.  [See  Act  of  1906]. 

Sixth.  The  superintendent  of  each  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind  (or  his  designee)  and  the  chief  State  school  officer  (or  his 
designee),  of  each  State  and  possession  of  the  United  States,  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  each,  ex- 
officio,  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  only  for  purposes  of  administering  this  Act.  [See 
Act  of  1961]. 

Seventh.  The  distribution  of  embossed  books  manufactured  by  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  out  of 
the  income  of  the  fund  provided  by  the  Act  of  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  [March  3,  1 879]  shall  include  one  copy  of 
every  book  so  manufactured  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
at  Washington.  [See  Act  of  1913], 

Section  4. 

The  trustees  of  said  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall 
annually  make  to  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 
a  report  of  the  items  of  their  expenditure  during  the  year  preceding  their 
report,  and  shall  annually  furnish  him  with  a  voucher  from  each  public 
or  private  nonprofit  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  showing 
that  the  amount  of  books  and  tangible  apparatus  due  has  been  received. 
[See  Act  of  1879,  Reorganization  Plan  No.  II  —  Part  2  of  1939,  and 
Reorganization  Plan  No.  1  of  1953]. 
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BYLAWS 

of  the 

American  Printing  House  of  the  Blind 

INCORPORATED 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40206 

Approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose,  September  26,  1969,  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

ARTICLE  1 
The  Seal 

The  common  seal  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
Inc.,  shall  have  inscribed  thereon  the  full  name  of  the  institution,  and 
the  year  of  its  charter. 

ARTICLE  II 
Board  of  Trustees 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  those  provided 
for  in  the  State  and  Federal  enactments  affecting  the  Printing  House, 
and  shall  hold  their  offices  subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  enact¬ 
ments. 

ARTICLE  III 

Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

1.  An  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  shall  be  held  in  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  during  the  month  of  August  or  September  in  each  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  trans¬ 
action  of  such  other  business  as  may  properly  come  before  the 
meeting. 

2.  During  the  month  of  October  or  November  there  shall  be  an 
annual  meeting  of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  committee  members  for  the  administration  of  the  Act  “To 
Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”;  to  hear  reports;  to  review  the 
work  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind;  to  approve  plans 
under  the  Act  for  the  next  ensuing  year;  and  to  consider  and  take 
action  on  such  other  matters  as  may  be  properly  brought  before  a 
meeting  of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees. 

3.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  held  at  such 
intervals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Trustees,  but  not  less  than 
quarterly. 

4.  The  President,  or  no  less  than  four  (4)  Trustees,  may  call 
any  meeting,  other  than  the  annual  meeting  of  Trustees,  the  annual 
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meeting  of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees,  or  a  special  meeting  of 
Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees,  upon  twenty-four  (24)  hours  notice 
to  each  Trustee,  either  personally,  or  by  mail,  or  by  telegram. 

5.  Special  meetings  of  the  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees  may 
be  called  by  the  President,  or  no  less  than  four  Trustees,  for  any 
proper  purpose  or  purposes. 

6.  Written  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  of  Trustees,  the  annual 
meeting  of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  trustees,  or  any  special  meeting 
of  the  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  trustees,  shall  be  mailed  to  the 
Trustees  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  the  Trustees  and  Ex-officio 
Trustees  in  the  second  instance,  at  their  last  known  address,  at  least 
thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  such  meetings.  Said  notice  shall  state  the 
time  and  place  of  the  meeting,  and  in  the  event  of  a  special  meeting 
of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees,  the  notice  shall  also  state  the 
purpose  or  purposes  of  the  meeting. 

7.  At  all  annual  and  special  meetings  of  the  Trustees  and  Ex- 
officio  Trustees  ten  (10)  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees  shall  con¬ 
stitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Fiscal  Year  and  Annual  Reports 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
shall  close  on  June  30  of  each  year.  As  soon  as  possible  thereafter, 
there  shall  be  published  an  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  containing  a  classified  statement  of  all  receipts 
and  expenditures,  a  balance  sheet  showing  the  value  of  all  properties 
of  the  institution,  the  disbursements  for  the  year  from  the  United 
States  Government  account,  a  list  of  the  public  instituions  for  the 
education  of  the  blind,  and  the  state  departments  of  education,  with 
their  enrollments  and  quota  allotments,  together  with  a  statement  of 
any  change  of  policy  in  the  management  of  the  institution  and  such 
other  data  regarding  the  Printing  House  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
or  interesting  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  V 
Officers 

The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
one  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  one  ( 1 )  year  or  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and 
qualified.  Any  vacancy  occurring  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  The  President  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  and,  as  such,  shall  exercise 
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general  supervision  and  administration  over  all  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Printing  House,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  pertain  to 
that  office.  He  shall,  when  present,  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  shall  appoint  committees  not  herein  provided 
for  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  He  shall  be  an  ex-officio  member 
of  all  committees. 

(b)  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
be  vested  with  all  of  the  powers  of  the  President  and  may  be  required 
to  perform  all  his  duties.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

(c)  The  Secretary  shall  keep  Minutes  of  all  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Under  the  direction  of  the  President,  he  shall 
issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued,  all  calls  for  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  shall  notify  all  officers.  Trustees,  and  members  of  com¬ 
mittees,  of  their  election  or  appointment  to  office.  He  shall  have  the 
custody  of  the  seal  of  the  institution,  and  shall  affix  the  same  to  such 
instruments  as  shall  require  it.  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  books 
and  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  institution,  and  shall 
make  reports  to  the  Trustees  from  time  to  time  as  required. 

(d)  The  Treasurer  may  be  either  an  individual  or  a  bank  or 
trust  company  authorized  to  do  business  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  the 
custodian  of  all  the  funds  and  securities  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  and  shall  keep  full  and  accurate  records  and 
accounts,  in  books  provided  for  such  purpose,  of  all  receipts,  dis¬ 
bursements,  credits,  assets,  liabilities,  and  financial  transactions  of  the 
institution,  and  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  all  funds  received 
from  the  United  States  Treasury.  Checks  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
funds  of  the  institution  from  bank  or  other  depository  shall  be  signed 
by  such  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Administrative  Officer 

An  Administrative  Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  at  a  salary  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  two  (2)  years,  or  until  his  Successor  is  elected, 
unless  sooner  removed.  He  shall  be  general  manager  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  and  exercise  supervision  and  admin¬ 
istration  thereof,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be 
assigned  him  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Power  is  hereby  conferred 
upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  remove  for  cause  deemed  sufficient  to 
them,  this  Administrative  Vice  President  and  General  Manager,  and 
to  select  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  occurring,  until  the  next 
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annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and  the  same  power  is 
hereby  given  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  case  of  the  death  or  resigna¬ 
tion  of  the  Administrative  Officer.  The  Administrative  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  and  General  Manager,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  shall  appoint  such  subordinates  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  and  shall  fix  their 
salaries  or  compensation. 


ARTICLE  VII 
Committees 

The  organization  of  Committees  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind,  pertaining  to  the  Act  “To  Promote  the  Education  of  the 
Blind”  shall  be  as  follows: 

At  the  1969  Annual  Meeting  of  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees, 
there  shall  be  elected  one  ( 1 )  member  for  a  one-year  term;  one  (1) 
member  for  a  two-year  term;  and  one  (1)  member  for  a  three-year 
term;  one  (1)  member  for  a  four-year  term;  and  one  (1)  member 
for  a  five-year  term.  For  each  Committee  a  Chairman  shall  be 
elected  for  a  one-year  term  by  the  Trustees  and  Ex-officio  Trustees. 
In  1970,  and  succeeding  years,  there  shall  be  elected  a  Chairman 
from  each  Committee  for  a  one-year  term,  and  one  ( 1 )  Committee 
member  only  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  five  years,  with  the 
proviso  that  no  member  shall  be  eligible  to  succeed  himself. 

( 1 )  Publications  Committee:  This  Committee  shall  meet  at 
least  annually,  and  more  frequently  if  necessary,  to  advise  with 
members  of  the  Administrative  Staff  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  and  make  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  production  of  educational  materials  in  Braille,  large  type,  on 
records,  or  in  any  other  form,  under  the  Act  “To  Promote  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  Blind.” 

(2)  Tangible  Apparatus  Committee:  This  Committee  shall 
meet  at  least  annually,  and  more  frequently  if  necessary,  to  advise 
with  members  of  the  Administrative  Staff  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  concerning  the  development  and  evaluation  of 
educational  aids  for  the  blind,  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  production  of  tangible  apparatus  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  under  the  Act  “To  Promote  the  Education  of 
the  Blind.” 

(3)  Educational  Research  Committee:  This  Committee  shall 
meet  at  least  annually,  and  more  frequently  if  necessary,  to  advise 
with  members  of  the  Administrative  Staff  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  and  to  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
projects  in  the  field  of  educational  research  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 
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ARTICLE  VIII 
Federal  Quota  Allotments 

Any  Ex-officio  Trustee  of  the  Printing  House,  representing  an 
institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  or  a  state  department  of 
education,  may  authorize  the  expenditure  of  all  or  any  part  of  the 
Federal  quota  allotment  of  his  school  or  department,  as  provided  in 
the  Act  “To  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”,  approved  by  Con¬ 
gress  March  3,  1879,  and  its  subsequent  amendments,  to  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  any  title  or  the  manufacture  of  any  tangible  apparatus  selected 
by  him. 

ARTICLE  IX 
Resolutions 

Resolutions,  which  are  not  in  conflict  with  these  Bylaws,  may  be 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting,  and 
shall  be  in  full  force  and  operative  until  such  resolutions  are  amended 
or  repealed  by  a  majority  vote  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  X 
Amendments 

These  Bylaws  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed,  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  five  (5)  members  of  the  Trustees  present  at  a 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose.  Notice  of  such  meeting  shall  be  in 
writing,  mailed  to  each  Trustee  at  least  fifteen  (15)  days  before  the 
time  fixed  for  holding  such  meeting,  and  such  notice  shall  set  forth 
the  proposed  alteration,  amendment,  or  bylaw  to  be  repealed. 
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STATE  AND  FEDERAL  ACTS 
OF  LEGISLATION 


affecting  the 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 

INCORPORATED 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40206 

On  January  23,  1858,  there  was  approved  the  following  act 
entitled  “AN  ACT  to  establish  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind”: 


WHEREAS,  the  State  of  Mississippi  has,  by  law,  made  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  establishing  in  Kentucky,  a 
National  Institution,  to  print  and  circulate  books  in  raised  letters  for  the 
blind;  and  whereas,  said  State  has  incorporated  a  Board  of  Trustees  to 
receive  said  money  and  twelve  thousand  dollars,  which  have  been  sub¬ 
scribed  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  by  citizens  of  Mississippi,  and  to 
transfer  said  funds  to  said  institution  in  Kentucky;  and  whereas,  it  is 
anticipated  that  other  states  will  make  donations  and  incorporate  Trustees 
to  this  enterprise: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 

Section  1.  That  an  Institution,  under  the  name  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
or  its  vicinity;  and  that  James  Guthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S. 
Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten,  John  Milton,  H.  T.  Curd,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and 
their  successors,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  a  body  corporate,  under 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind,  with  the  right,  as  such,  to  use  a  common  seal,  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  institution  are  involved.  The  said  Trustees  are 
hereby  fully  empowered  to  receive,  by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  other¬ 
wise,  lands,  money,  and  other  property,  and  the  same  to  retain,  use,  and 
apply  to  the  publishing  of  books  in  raised  letters,  for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States.  Said  Trustees  are  authorized  to  purchase  land,  and  erect, 
purchase,  or  rent  buildings  for  the  use  of  said  institution,  and  to  make 
all  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  their 
incorporation.  They  are  hereby  invested  with  the  same  privileges,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  copyright  of  books  published  by  them,  as  are  enjoyed  by 
natural  persons.  Said  Trustees  shall  appoint  a  Superintendent,  or  General 
Agent,  and  such  other  agents  as  may  be  necessary;  may  prescribe  their 
duties,  fix  the  term  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  of  their  compensation; 
Provided,  however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by  any  such  officer, 
where  money  is  to  be  paid  out,  shall  be  binding  until  ratified  by  the 
Trustees.  The  Trustees  may  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  by-laws, 
rules,  and  regulations,  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  provided  they  are 
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not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
of  this  State. 

Section  2.  The  Trustees  shall  elect,  annually,  a  President,  a  Treas¬ 
urer,  and  a  Secretary,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors 
shall  be  elected  and  duly  qualified.  Said  Trustees  may  prescribe  the 
duties  and  fix  the  compensation  of  said  officers. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Trustees  to  hold  an  annual 
meeting,  and  other  stated  meetings,  at  such  times  as  they  may  appoint, 
and  such  special  meetings  as  may  be  called  by  the  President.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Trustee  first  named  in  this  act,  to  call  the  first  meeting  of 
the  board,  within  twenty  days  from  and  after  the  approval  of  this  act. 

Section  4.  The  Trustees  shall  require  from  the  Treasurer,  before 
he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  his  bond  in  the  penalty  of  not  less 
than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  President,  or  his  successors 
in  office,  of  the  board;  conditioned,  that  he  will  take  care  of  and  account 
for  all  money  and  other  property  of  the  board  that  may  be  intrusted  to 
him,  and  that  he  will  well  and  truly  perform  all  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Section  5.  The  said  Trustees  shall  have  power  to  invest  any  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  when  to  them  it  shall  seem  expedient,  by 
way  of  loan,  at  any  legal  rate  of  interest,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage  on 
real  estate,  unincumbered  and  of  double  the  value  of  the  amount  loaned, 
the  interest  in  all  cases  to  be  payable  semi-annually. 

Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  before 
commencing  the  publication  of  any  book,  to  request  the  Superintendent 
of  every  institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  in  the  United  States, 
to  make  out  and  send  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Printing  House,  a  list  of  such 
books  as  he  may  deem  most  desirable  for  the  use  of  the  blind:  and  said 
Trustees  shall  select  for  publication  the  book  that  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  number  of  Superintendent’s  votes  in  its  favor.  This  mode  of 
selecting  books  for  publication  shall  be  repeated  at  least  once  every  year. 

Section  7.  Every  school  for  the  blind  located  in  a  State  whose 
Legislature  or  citizens  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Printing 
House,  shall,  in  proportion  to  the  funds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  copies 
of  every  book  published  by  said  house,  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to 
such  blind  persons  as  are  unable  to  purchase  them.  And  the  Superin¬ 
tendents  of  said  schools  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  Trustees  of  said 
house,  the  names  and  residences  of  all  persons  to  whom  books  may  be 
thus  distributed.  The  prices  of  books  published  by  this  institution  shall 
be  made  so  low  as  merely  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication  and  other  in¬ 
cidental  expenses  of  the  institution. 

Section  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  make  an 
annual  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  embrace  a  full  account  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand,  the  number  of  books 
sold,  and  the  number  distributed  gratuitously;  and  a  general  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  institution;  and  they  shall  transmit  copies  of  said 
reports  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  of  the  Union,  to  the  President  of  each  State  Board  of 
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Trustees,  to  the  Superintendent  of  every  Institution  of  the  Blind  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  every  person  who  shall  have  made  to  the  institution 
a  donation  of  more  than  five  dollars  the  previous  year. 

Section  9.  The  donation  of  five  hundred  dollars  by  one  person, 
shall  constitute  him  a  patron  of  the  institution,  and  his  name  shall  be  so 
published  in  the  annual  reports.  Any  person  who  shall  make  a  donation 
of  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  embossed  books 
equal  in  value  to  the  excess  of  his  donation  over  and  above  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Section  10.  The  Presidents  of  the  State  Boards  of  Trustees,  shall, 
ex-officio,  constitute  a  Board  of  Visitors,  each  member  of  which  shall,  at 
all  times,  be  authorized  to  visit  the  Printing  House,  examine  the  hooks, 
and  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the  Trustees;  and  the  president  of  the 
oldest  State  Board  of  Trustees  shall,  at  the  written  request  of  a  majority 
of  the  Visitors,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  who  shall  be  fully 
empowered  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  institu¬ 
tion;  and  in  case  they  shall  find  that  said  board,  or  any  member  thereof, 
has  mismanaged  the  affairs  of  said  institution  by  malfeasance  in  office,  or 
neglect  of  duty,  they  may,  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  members 
concurring,  declare  the  office  or  offices  of  said  Trustee  or  Trustees  vacant, 
and  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  by  election  from  the  citizens  of  Louisville 
or  its  vicinity.  Notice  of  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  shall  be 
sent  by  mail  to  all  the  Presidents  of  the  State  Boards,  and  to  all  the 
Trustees  of  the  Printing  House,  at  least  one  month  before  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed  for  said  meetings. 

Section  11.  The  Trustees  of  said  Printing  House  shall  continue  in 
office  until  their  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  resignation,  death,  or 
removal  from  office,  as  herein  before  provided  for.  All  vacancies  caused 
by  resignation  or  death,  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the 
board. 

Section  12.  That  each  donor  shall  be  entitled  to  his  donation,  with 
the  interest,  after  the  deduction  of  the  necessary  expenses  are  paid,  pro¬ 
vided  said  publishing  house  is  not  established  within  nine  years  from  the 
passage  of  this  act;  and  should  the  board  refuse  to  make  said  distribution 
among  the  donors,  according  to  their  respective  interests,  then  and  in  that 
event,  said  donors  may  have  the  right  to  proceed  to  recover  the  same  by 
legal  proceedings,  instituted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth 
having  jurisdiction  thereof. 

[Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
1857-1858,  Volume  I,  Chapter  115,  page  192.] 


The  following  act  entitled  “AN  ACT  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind”  was  approved  February 
25,  1860: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 
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That  the  first  and  tenth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  approved  January  23d, 
1858,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  1.  That  an  institution,  under  the  name  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
or  its  vicinity;  and  that  James  Guthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S. 
Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten,  John  Milton,  H.  T.  Curd,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and 
their  successors,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  a  body  corporate,  under 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  with  the  right  as  such  to  use  a  common  seal;  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  interests  of  the  institution  are  involved.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby 
fully  empowered  to  receive  by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  otherwise,  lands, 
money,  and  other  property;  and  the  same  to  retain,  use,  and  apply  to  the 
publishing  of  books,  in  raised  letters,  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States; 
and  they  are  authorized  to  purchase  land,  and  erect,  purchase,  or  rent 
buildings  for  the  use  of  said  institution;  and  to  make  all  such  contracts 
as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation; 
they  may  appoint  such  officers  and  agents  as  may  be  necessary;  may 
prescribe  their  duties  and  fix  the  term  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  of 
their  compensation:  Provided,  however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by 
any  off'cer  or  agent,  involving  the  payment  of  money,  shall  be  binding 
until  ratified  by  the  trustees.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby  invested  with 
the  same  powers  and  privileges,  in  regard  to  the  copyright  of  books  pub¬ 
lished  by  them,  as  are  enjoyed  by  natural  persons;  the  trustees  may  adopt, 
from  time  to  time,  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem 
necessary:  Provided,  They  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State. 

Section  2.  The  superintendents  of  State  institutions  devoted  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  education  of  the  blind,  the  governors  of  the  States  that  aid  in 
sustaining  the  American  Printing  Hous  for  the  Blind,  and  the  presidents 
of  the  State  auxiliary  boards  of  trustees,  shall,  ex-officio,  constitute  a 
board  of  visitors,  each  member  of  which  shall  be,  at  all  times,  authorized 
to  visit  the  Printing  House,  examine  the  books,  and  investigate  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  trustees;  and  the  president  of  any  State  board  may,  at  the 
written  request  of  a  majority  of  the  visitors,  call  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
visitors,  who  shall  be  fully  empowered  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of 
the  trustees  of  the  institution;  and  in  case  they  shall  find  that  said  board, 
or  any  member  thereof,  has  mismanaged  the  affairs  of  said  institution,  by 
malfeasance  in  office  or  neglect  of  duty,  they  may,  a  majority  of  three 
fourths  of  all  the  members  present  concurring,  declare  the  offices  or  office 
of  said  trustees  or  trustee  vacant,  and  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy  by 
election  from  the  citizens  of  Louisville  or  its  vicinity.  Representatives 
from  a  majority  of  the  States  that  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the 
board  of  visitors;  and  each  State  represented  shall  be  allowed  one  vote 
in  the  action  of  the  board.  Notice  of  every  meeting  of  the  board  of 
visitors  shall  be  sent  by  mail  to  all  members  of  the  board,  and  to  the 
trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  at  least  one  month 
before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting. 
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Section  3.  The  ninth  and  twelfth  sections  of  the  act  to  establish 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  are  hereby  repealed. 

[Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
1859-1860,  Volume  11,  Chapter  560,  page  247.] 


On  April  3,  1861,  the  following  act,  entitled  “AN  ACT  to 
amend  the  Charter  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,” 
was  approved: 

WHEREAS,  The  State  of  Mississippi  has,  by  law,  made  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  establishing  in  Kentucky,  a 
national  institution  to  print  and  circulate  books  in  raised  letters  for  the 
blind;  and  whereas,  said  State  has  incorporated  a  board  of  trustees  to 
receive  said  money,  and  twelve  thousand  dollars  which  have  been  sub¬ 
scribed  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  by  citizens  of  Mississippi,  and  to  transfer 
said  funds  to  said  institution  in  Kentucky;  and  whereas,  it  is  anticipated 
that  othre  States  will  make  donations  and  incorporate  trustees  to  this 
enterprise. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 

Section  1.  That  the  charter  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows:  That 
an  institution  under  the  name  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  or  its  vicinity,  and  that 
James  Guthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S.  Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten, 
William  Kendrick,  John  G.  Barret,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  a  body  corporate,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
with  the  right  as  such  to  use  a  common  seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
interests  of  the  institution  are  involved.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby 
fully  empowered  to  receive  by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  otherwise,  lands, 
money,  and  other  property,  and  the  same  to  retain,  use,  and  apply  to  the 
publishing  of  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind;  and  they  are  authorized 
to  purchase  land  and  erect,  purchase,  or  rent  buildings,  for  the  use  of  said 
institution,  and  to  make  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation.  They  may  appoint  such  officers 
and  agents  as  may  be  necessary;  may  prescribe  their  duties,  and  fix  the 
term  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  of  their  compensation:  Provided, 
however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by  any  officer  or  agent,  involving 
the  payment  of  money,  shall  be  binding  until  ratified  by  the  trustees.  The 
said  trustees  are  hereby  invested  with  the  same  powers  and  privileges  in 
regard  to  the  copyright  of  books  published  by  them  as  are  enjoyed  by 
natural  persons.  The  trustees  may  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  by-laws, 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  legal  and  proper. 

Section  2.  The  trustees  shall  elect  annually  a  president,  a  treasurer, 
and  a  secretary,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be 
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elected  and  duly  qualified.  Said  trustees  may  prescribe  the  duties  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  said  officers. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  trustees  to  hold  an  annual 
meeting,  and  other  stated  meetings,  at  such  times  as  they  may  appoint, 
and  such  special  meetings  as  may  be  called  by  the  president. 

Section  4.  The  trustees  shall  require  from  the  treasurer,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  his  bond,  with  satisfactory  security, 
that  he  will  take  care  of  and  account  for  all  money  and  other  property 
of  the  institution  that  may  be  intrusted  to  him,  and  that  he  will  faithfully 
perform  all  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Section  5.  The  said  trustees  shall  have  power  to  invest  any  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  when  to  them  it  shall  seem  expedient,  by 
way  of  loan,  at  any  legal  rate  of  interest,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage  on 
real  estate  unincumbered,  and  of  double  the  value  of  the  amount  loaned; 
the  interest  in  all  cases  to  be  payable  semi-annually. 

Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees,  before  com¬ 
mencing  the  publication  of  any  book,  to  request  the  superintendent  of 
every  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  in  North  America,  to 
make  out  and  send  to  the  trustees  of  the  Printing  House,  a  list  of  such 
books  as  he  may  deem  most  desirable  for  the  use  of  the  blind;  and  said 
trustees  shall  select  for  publication  the  book  that  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  number  of  superintendent’s  votes  in  its  favor.  This  mode  of 
selecting  books  for  publication  shall  be  repeated  at  least  once  every  year. 

Section  7.  Every  school  for  the  blind,  located  in  a  State  whose 
Legislature  or  citizens  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Printing 
House,  shall,  in  proportion  to  the  funds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  copies 
of  every  book  published  by  said  House,  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to 
such  blind  persons  as  are  unable  to  purchase  them.  And  he  superin¬ 
tendents  of  said  schools  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  trustees  of  said 
House,  the  names  and  residences  of  all  persons  to  whom  books  may  be 
thus  distributed.  The  prices  of  books  published  by  this  institution  shall 
be  made  so  low  as  merely  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication,  and  other 
incidental  expenses  of  the  Institution. 

Section  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  make  an 
annual  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  embrace  a  full  account  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand,  the  number  of  books 
sold,  and  the  number  distributed  gratuitously;  and  a  general  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  institution;  and  they  shall  transmit  copies  of  said 
reports  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Governors  of  the 
States  in  North  America,  to  the  President  of  each  State  Board  of 
Trustees,  to  the  Superintendent  of  every  American  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  and  to  every  person  who  shall  have  made  to  the 
institution  a  donation  of  five  dollars  the  previous  year. 

Section  9.  The  superintendents  of  State  institutions  devoted  ex¬ 
clusively  to  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  the  Governors  of  the  States 
that  aid  in  sustaining  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  the 
presidents  of  the  State  auxiliary  boards  of  trustees  shall,  ex-officio ,  con- 
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stitute  a  board  of  visitors,  each  member  of  which  shall  be  at  all  times 
authorized  to  visit  the  Printing  House,  examine  the  books,  and  investigate 
the  proceedings  of  the  trustees;  and  the  president  of  any  State  board  may, 
at  the  written  request  of  a  majority  of  the  visitors,  call  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  visitors,  who  shall  be  fully  empowered  to  investigate  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  trustees  of  the  institution;  and  in  case  they  shall  find  that 
said  board,  or  any  member  thereof,  has  mismanaged  the  affairs  of  said 
institution  by  malfeasance  in  office,  or  neglect  of  duty,  they  may,  a 
majority  of  three  fourths  of  all  the  members  present  concurring,  declare 
the  offices  or  office  of  said  trustees  or  trustee  vacant,  and  proceed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  by  election  from  the  citizens  of  Louisville  or  its  vicinity. 

Representatives  from  a  majority  of  the  States  that  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  board  of  visitors,  and  each  State  represented  shall  be 
allowed  one  vote  in  the  action  of  the  board.  Notice  of  every  meeting 
of  the  board  of  visitors  shall  be  sent  by  mail  to  all  the  members  of  the 
board,  and  to  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
at  least  one  month  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting. 

Section  10.  The  Trustees  of  said  Printing  House  shall  continue  in 
office  until  their  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  resignation,  death,  or 
removal  from  office,  as  herein  before  provided  for.  All  vacancies  caused 
by  resignation  or  removal  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the 
board. 

Section  1 1 .  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

.  [ Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
1861,  Chapter  299,  page  168.] 


The  following  act,  entitled  “AN  ACT  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  was  approved  June  3, 
1865: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 

Section  1.  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Jefferson  County, 
Kentucky,  five  dollars  annually,  for  every  blind  person  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  according  to  the  census  of  the  United  States,  to  aid  the  institu¬ 
tion  in  printing  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind,  and  in  furnishing  the 
same  gratuitously  to  the  indigent  blind,  and  at  cost  to  others,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  provisions  of  the  charter  of  said  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Section  2.  That  the  third  section  of  the  amended  charter  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  approved  April  3,  1861,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  trustees 
to  hold  an  annual  meeting  and  other  stated  meetings,  at  such  times  as 
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they  may  appoint,  and  such  special  meetings  as  may  be  called  by  the 
president  or  secretary. 

Section  3.  That  the  tenth  section  of  said  amended  charter  of  said 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  he  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz: 
The  trustees  of  said  printing  house  shall  continue  in  office  until  their 
offices  shall  become  vacant  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death,  removal 
from  the  State,  or  removal  from  office,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for;  all 
vacancies  caused  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death,  or  removal  from 
the  State,  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  board. 

Section  4.  That  the  Auditor  is  directed  to  draw  his  order  on  the 
Treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  superintendent  of  the  institution,  for  the  sum 
appropriated  by  this  act. 

Section  5.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 

[Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
1865,  Volume  I,  Chapter  1801 ,  page  140.] 


The  following  is  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1879, 
entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”: 

Whereas,  the  trustees,  superintendents,  and  teachers  of  the  various 
State  and  public  institutions  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  representing 
the  interests  of  over  thirty  thousand  blind  persons  in  the  United  States, 
have  united  in  a  petition  to  Congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  needs 
of  the  blind  in  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  Association  of  the  American  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
at  their  session  in  Philadelphia,  in  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  representing  twenty-six  State  and  public  institutions  for  the  instruction 
of  the  blind,  have  set  forth  in  a  series  of  resolutions  that  the  especial 
needs  of  the  blind  are  embossed  books  and  tangible  apparatus,  and  have 
recommended  that  if  any  aid  should  be  given  by  Congress  it  would  most 
efficiently  come  through  increasing  the  means  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky;  and 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Kentucky  legislature  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  by  an  act  of  special  legislation,  declared  James  Guthrie, 
W.  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S.  Bell,  Bryce  M.  Patten,  John  Milton,  H.  T. 
Curd,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and  their  successors,  a  body  corporate,  under 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  printing  books  and  making  ap¬ 
paratus  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  of  the  United  States,  for  general 
distribution,  and  for  the  sake  of  philanthrophy,  and  with  no  desire  for 
pecuniary  gain;  and 

Whereas  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  have  made  appropriations  for  the  aid  of  said 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  of  which,  on  account  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  only  a  small  part  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  first  three  named  States  was  ever  available;  and 
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Whereas  by  the  money  from  the  States  of  Kentucky,  New  Jersey, 
and  Delaware  a  printing  house  for  the  blind  was  established,  and  is  now 
supplied  with  presses,  type,  stereotype  foundry,  steam-engine,  a  well- 
equipped  bindery,  and  all  of  the  appliances  necessary  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  embossed  books,  and  has  for  the  last  ten  years  been  manufacturing 
embossed  books  superior  in  every  way  to  any  manufactured  elsewhere, 
which  have  been  distributed  gratuitously  to  the  blind  in  the  States  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  by  which  the  blind  in  those  states  have 
been  very  much  benefited;  and 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  that  the  blind  of  the  whole  country  should 
be  equally  benefited,  and  the  intentions  of  the  trustees  to  establish  an 
educational  institution  of  the  most  practical  beneficence  and  wisest  philan- 
throphy  upon  a  national  basis,  should  be  accomplished,  inasmuch  as  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  is  a  subject  of  national  importance;  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  out  of 
money  in  the  United  States  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  set  apart  as  a  perpetual  fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
education  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States  of  America,  through  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

Section  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  directed  to  hold  said  sum  in  trust  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and 
it  shall  be  his  duty,  upon  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  invest  said  sum  in 
United  States  interest-bearing  bonds,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  centum, 
of  the  issue  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  upon  their  ma¬ 
turity  to  reinvest  their  proceeds  in  other  United  States  interest-bearing 
bonds,  and  so  on  forever. 

Section  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  over,  semi-annually,  to  the  trustees  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  chartered  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  by  the  legislature  of 
Kentucky,  upon  the  requisition  of  their  president,  countersigned  by  their 
treasurer,  the  semi-annual  interest  upon  the  said  bonds,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions; 

First.  The  income  upon  the  bonds  thus  held  in  trust  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  blind  shall  be  expended  by  the  trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  each  year  in  manufacturing  and  furnishing  embossed 
books  for  the  blind  and  tangible  apparatus  for  their  instruction;  and  the 
total  amount  of  such  books  and  apparatus  so  manufactured  and  furnished 
by  this  income  shall  each  year  be  distributed  among  all  the  public  insti¬ 
tutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the  States  and  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
superintendent  of  each,  duly  certified  by  its  board  of  trustees.  The  basis 
of  such  distribution  shall  be  the  total  number  of  pupils  in  all  the  public 
institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  to  be  authenticated  in  such 
manner  and  as  often  as  the  trustees  of  the  said  American  Printing  House 
shall  require:  and  each  institution  shall  receive,  in  books  and  apparatus, 
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that  portion  of  the  total  income  of  said  bonds  held  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  trust  for  the  education  of  the  blind, 
as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between  the  number  of  pupils  in  that  institution 
for  the  education  of  the  blind  and  the  total  number  of  pupils  in  all  the 
public  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  which  ratio  shall  be 
computed  upon  the  first  Monday  in  January  of  each  year. 

Second.  No  part  of  the  income  from  said  bonds  shall  be  expended 
in  the  erection  or  leasing  of  buildings. 

Third.  No  profit  shall  be  put  on  any  books  or  tangible  apparatus  for 
the  instruction  of  the  blind  manufactured  or  furnished  by  the  trustees  of 
said  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky;  and  the  price  put  upon  each  article  so  manufactured  or  furnished 
shall  only  be  its  actual  cost. 

Fourth.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  authority  to  withhold  the  income  arising  from  said  bonds  thus 
set  apart  for  the  education  of  the  blind  of  the  United  States  whenever  he 
shall  receive  satisfactory  proof  that  the  trustees  of  said  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  are  not  using  the 
income  from  these  bonds  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  in  the  public  institu¬ 
tions  for  the  education  of  the  Blind  of  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  Before  any  money  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
shall  execute  a  bond,  with  two  approved  sureties,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that  the  interest  so  received  shall  be  ex¬ 
pended  according  to  this  law  and  all  amendments  thereto,  which  shall  be 
held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be 
renewed  every  two  years. 

Sixth.  The  superintendents  of  the  various  public  institufions  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States  shall  each,  ex  officio,  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  located  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Section  4.  That  the  trustees  of  said  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  shall  annually  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  a  report  of  the  items  of  their  expenditure  of  the  income  of 
said  bonds  during  the  year  preceding  their  report,  and  shall  annually 
furnish  him  with  a  voucher  from  each  public  institution  for  the  education 
of  the  blind,  showing  that  the  amount  of  books  and  tangible  apparatus 
due  has  been  received. 

Section  5.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  45th  Congress,  1879,  Session  III, 
Chapter  186,  page  467.] 


The  following  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  the  amendments 
thereto,”  was  approved  February  28,  1880: 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 

Section  1.  That  the  first  section  of  the  amended  charter  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  approved  April  3d,  1861,  be,  and 
is  hereby,  so  amended  as  to  read  as  folows,  viz:  And  in  addition  to  the 
trustees  named  in  this  section,  the  Superintendents  of  Public  Institutions 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  the  Territories,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  be,  and  hereby  are,  constituted  ex  officio  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Section  2.  That  the  annual  subsidy  of  five  dollars  for  each  blind 
person  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  now  paid  to  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  approved  June  3d,  1865,  shall  cease  from 
and  after  the  date  of  the  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  of  all 
arrearages  due  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  benefit 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  approved  June  3d,  1865. 

Section  3.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 

[Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 
1879-1880,  Chapter  326,  page  286.] 


On  June  25,  1906,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  Act  To  modify 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  entitled,  ‘An  Act  to  promote  the  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Blind,’  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,”  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  been 
signed  by  the  President,  became  a  law: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  heretofore 
invested  in  United  States  registered  four  per  centum  bonds,  funded  loan 
of  nineteen  hundred  and  seven,  inscribed  “Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
trustee  —  interest  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  credit  of 
appropriation  To  promote  the  education  of  the  blind,’  ”  shall  upon  ma¬ 
turity  and  redemption  of  said  bonds  on  the  first  day  of  July,  nineteen 
hundred  and  seven,  in  lieu  of  reinvestment  in  other  Government  bonds, 
be  set  apart  and  credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  a 
perpetual  trust  fund;  and  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  being  equivalent 
to  four  per  centum  on  the  principal  of  said  trust  fund,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  such  appropriations  shall  be  deemed  a  permanent  an¬ 
nual  appropriation  and  shall  be  expended  in  the  manner  and  for  the 
purposes  analysed  by  the  Act  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  Education  of  the 
Blind”  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  59th  Congress,  1906,  Session  I, 
Part  1 ,  Chapter  3536,  page  460.] 
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The  act,  entitled  “An  Act  Making  Appropriations  for  the  legis¬ 
lative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  approved  March  4,  1913,  included,  in  the 
Legislative  Section,  Subsection  on  the  Library  of  Congress,  the 
following  permanent  instruction: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

The  distribution  of  embossed  books  manufactured  by  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  out  of  the  income 
of  the  fund  provided  by  the  Act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  shall  hereafter  include  one  copy  of  every  book  so  manu¬ 
factured  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress  at  Washington. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  62nd  Congress,  1913,  Session  111, 
Part  1,  Chapter  142,  page  748.] 


On  August  4,  1919,  the  following  act,  entitled  “An  Act  Provid¬ 
ing  additional  aid  for  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,” 
was  approved: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  more  adequately  to  provide  books  and  apparatus  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  blind  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated  annually 
to  it  in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  in  the 
Act  entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind,”  approved 
March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  the  sum  of  $40,000,  which  sum  shall  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  said  act  to  promote  the 
education  of  the  blind. 

[ United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  66th  Congress,  1919,  Session  I, 
Part  1,  Chapter  31,  page  272.] 


The  following  act,  entitled  “An  Act  To  amend  the  Act  provid¬ 
ing  additional  aid  for  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,” 
was  approved  February  8,  1927: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

That  the  Act  entitled  “An  Act  providing  additional  aid  for  the 
American  Printnig  House  for  the  Blind,”  approved  August  4,  1919,  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

“That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  more  adequately  to  provide  books  and  apparatus  for  the  educa- 
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tion  of  the  blind,  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated  annually 
to  it,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  in  the 
Act  entitled  ‘An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind,’  approved 
March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  the  sum  of  $65,000,  which  sum  shall  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  said  Act  to  promote 
the  education  of  the  blind.” 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  69th  Congress,  1927,  Session  II, 
Part  2,  Chapter  76,  page  1060.] 


On  June  26,  1934,  an  act  known  as  the  “Permanent  Appropri¬ 
ations  Repeal  Act,  1934”  was  approved.  Section  20,  Clauses  75  and 
82,  exempts  from  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  funds  appropriated 
“To  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”  under  the  act  of  March  3, 
1879. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Reorganization  Act  of  1939, 
approved  April  3,  1939,  and  in  accordance  with  the  President’s 
Reorganization  Plan  No.  II,  the  administration  of  the  annual  ap¬ 
propriation  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  exclusive 
of  the  perpetual  trust  fund,  on  June  7,  1939,  by  Joint  Resolution,  was 
transferred  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Security  Agency, 
effective  July  1,  1939,  as  follows: 

Rorganization  Plan  No.  II  —  Part  2,  Independent  Agencies,  Sec.  201 , 
Federal  Security  Agency: 

Transfers  and  consolidations  relating  to  the  Federal  Security  Agency 
are  hereby  effected  as  follows: 

***** 

(b)  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  —  The  functions 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  respect  to  the  administration  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  (except  for 
the  functions  relating  to  the  perpetual  trust  fund)  are  hereby  transferred 
to  the  Federal  Security  Agency  and  shall  be  administered  under  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  the  Federal  Security  Administrator.  The 
annual  report  and  vouchers  required  to  be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  by  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
shall  be  furnished  to  the  Federal  Security  Administrator. 

[ United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  76th  Congress,  1939,  Session  I, 
Page  II,  Reorganization  Plan  No.  II,  Part  2,  Sec.  201(b),  page  1435.] 


(a)  That  effective  July  1,  1935,  such  portions  of  any  Acts  as  provide 
permanent  or  continuing  appropriations  from  the  general  fund  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  disbursed  under  the  appropriation  accounts  appearing  on 
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the  books  of  the  Government,  and  listed  in  sub-section  (b)  of  this  section, 
are  hereby  repealed,  and  any  unobligated  balances  under  such  accounts 
as  of  June  30,  1935,  shall  be  covered  into  the  surplus  fund  of  the 
Treasury. 

***** 

Section  20.  (a)  The  funds  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  Govern¬ 

ment  and  listed  in  sub-sections  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  section  shall  be 
classified  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  trust  funds.  All  moneys 
accruing  to  these  funds  are  hereby  appropriated,  and  shall  be  disbursed 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  trust. 

***** 

(75).  To  promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind  (principal)  (2t092). 

***** 

(82).  To  promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind  (interest)  (2x093). 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large  73rd  Congress,  1934,  Session  II, 
Part  1,  Chapter  756,  page  1224.] 


The  following  act,  entitled  “To  amend  the  Act,  approved  August 
4,  1919,  as  amended,  providing  additional  aid  for  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  was  approved  August  23,  1937: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

That  the  Act  entitled  “An  Act  providing  additional  aid  for  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  approved  August  4,  1919,  as 
amended,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  more  adequately  to  provide  books  and  apparatus  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  blind,  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated  annually 
to  it,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  in  the 
Act  entitled  ‘An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  Blind,’  approved 
March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  the  sum  of  $115,000,  which  sum  shall  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  said  Act  to  promote 
the  education  of  the  blind. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  75th  Congress,  1937,  Session  I, 
Part  1,  Chapter  736,  page  744.] 


The  following  resolution  amending  the  Charter  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  passed  on  July  12,  1941,  and  signed 
by  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Kentucky  and  Ex-officio  Trustees, 
was  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Clerk  of  Jefferson 
County,  Kentucky,  on  June  8,  1942: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  That  we,  the  undersigned,  being 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
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the  Blind,  located  at  1839  Frankfort  Avenue,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  a 
corporation  established  to  provide  books  and  other  apparatus  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  and  from  which  no  private  pecuniary  profit  is 
derived,  do  hereby  amend  said  charter  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  882  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes,  as  follows: 

1 .  The  nature  of  the  business  of  the  corporation,  in  addition  to  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  books  in  Braille  for  the  blind,  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  the  production  and  distribution  of  topographical  maps,  talking 
records  and  machines  and  any  and  every  other  kind  of  apparatus  that  is 
now  in  use  or  that  hereafter  may  be  used  in  the  education  of  blind  per¬ 
sons  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  Public  Institutions  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind  in  the  United  States  and  its  territories.” 

2.  Section  5  of  said  Charter  is  amended  so  that,  as  amended,  it  shall 
read  as  follows: 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Trustees  shall  have  the  power  to 
invest  funds  of  the  corporation  in  bonds  or  other  interest-bearing  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America;  bonds  and 
State  Warrants  and  other  interest-bearing  obligations  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  including  Bridge  Revenue  bonds  issued  by  the  Kentucky  State 
Highway  Commission  as  an  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky; 
securities  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  ‘The  Federal  Farm 
Loan  Act,’  bonds  and  obligations  of  the  Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation, 
Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corporation,  Federal  Intermediate  Credit  Bank, 
and  bonds,  mortgages  and  obligations  issued  or  insured  by  the  Federal 
Housing  Administrator;  and  real  estate  mortgage  notes,  bonds,  and  other 
interest-bearing  or  dividend-paying  securities  which  would  be  regarded 
by  prudent  business  men  as  safe  investments;  and  to  make  loan  with  such 
securities  as  collateral. 


The  following  act,  entitled  “To  Amend  the  Act,  approved 
August  4,  1919,  as  amended,  providing  additional  aid  for  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  was  approved  May  22, 
1952: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled. 

That  the  Act  entitled  “An  Act  providing  additional  aid  for  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  approved  August  4,  1919,  as 
amended,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  more  adequately  to  provide  books  and  apparatus  for  the 
education  of  the  blind,  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated 
annually  to  it,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation  of  $10,000 
made  in  the  Act  entitled  ‘an  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind,’ 
approved  March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  the  sum  not  to  exceed  $250,000; 
which  sum  shall  be  expended  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
said  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind. 
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[United  State  Statutes  at  Large,  82d  Congress,  1952,  Session  II, 
Public  Law  354,  Chapter  321 ,  page  89.] 


Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Reorganization  Act  of  1949. 
approved  June  20,  1949,  as  amended,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
President’s  Reorganization  Plan  No.  1  of  1953,  the  administration  of 
the  annual  appropriation  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  exclusive  of  the  perpetual  trust  fund,  on  March  12,  1953,  was 
transferred  from  the  Federal  Security  Agency  to  the  newly  created 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  effective  April  11, 
1953,  as  follows: 

Reorganization  Plan  No.  1  of  1953  —  Department  of  Health,  Edu¬ 
cation,  and  Welfare: 

Section  1.  Creation  of  Department;  Secretary.  —  There  is  hereby 
established  an  executive  department,  which  shall  be  known  as  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  .  .  .  There  shall  be  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  a  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  .  .  . 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  .  .  .  The  Department  shall  be  administered  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Secretary. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Section  5.  Transfers  to  the  Department.  —  All  functions  of  the 
Federal  Security  Administrator  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Secretary. 
All  agencies  of  the  Federal  Security  Agency,  together  with  their  respec¬ 
tive  functions,  personnel,  property,  records,  and  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations,  allocations,  and  other  funds  (available  or  to  be  made 
available),  and  all  other  functions,  personnel,  property,  records,  and 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriations,  allocations,  and  other  funds 
(available  or  to  be  made  available)  of  the  Federal  Security  Agency  are 
hereby  transferred  to  the  Department. 

***** 

Section  8.  Abolitions  —  The  Federal  Security  Agency  (exclusive 
of  the  agencies  thereof  transferred  by  section  5  of  this  reorganization 
plan),  .  .  .  are  hereby  abolished.  .  .  . 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  83rd  Congress,  1953,  Session  II, 
Reorganization  Plan  No.  1  of  1953,  pages  631-2.] 


The  following  act,  entitled  “To  amend  the  Act  to  promote  the 
education  of  the  blind,  approved  March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  so  as 
to  authorize  wider  distribution  of  books  and  other  special  instruc¬ 
tional  material  for  the  blind,  to  increase  the  appropriations  author¬ 
ized  for  this  purpose,  and  for  other  purposes,”  was  approved  August 
2,  1956: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
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That  the  paragraph  of  section  102  of  the  Act  of  March  3,  1879,  as 
amended  (20  U.S.C.  102),  labeled  “First”  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

First,  Such  appropriation  shall  be  expended  by  the  trustees  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  each  year  in  manufacturing  and 
furnishing  books  and  other  materials  specially  adapted  for  instruction  of 
the  blind;  and  the  total  amount  of  such  books  and  other  materials  so 
manufactured  and  furnished  by  such  appropriation  shall  each  year  be 
distributed  among  all  the  public  institutions,  in  the  States,  Territories, 
and  possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated.  Each 
public  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  shall  receive,  in  books  and 
other  materials,  upon  requisition  of  its  superintendent,  that  portion  of  the 
appropriation  as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between  pupils  in  all  of  the  public 
institutions  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated.  Each  chief  State  school 
officer  shall  receive,  in  books  and  other  materials,  upon  requisition,  that 
portion  of  the  appropriation  as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between  the  number 
of  blind  pupils  in  public  institutions  (in  the  State)  and  which  blind  pupils 
are  educated,  other  than  institutions  to  which  the  preceding  sentence  is 
applicable,  and  the  total  number  of  blind  pupils  in  the  public  institutions 
in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated,  in  all  of  the  States,  Territories,  and 
possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  ratio  referred  to  in  each  of  the  two 
immediately  preceding  sentences  shall  be  computed  upon  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  in  January  of  each  year;  and  for  purposes  of  such  sentences  the 
number  of  blind  pupils  in  public  institutions  in  which  blind  pupils  are 
educated  shall  be  authenticated  in  such  manner  and  as  often  as  the 
trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall  require.  For 
purposes  of  this  Act,  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  is  any 
institution  which  provides  education  exclusively  for  the  blind,  or  exclu¬ 
sively  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  children  (in  which  case  special 
classes  are  provided  for  the  blind);  the  chief  State  school  officer  of  a 
State  is  the  superintendent  of  public  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
in  such  State  or,  if  there  is  none,  such  other  official  as  the  Governor 
certifies  to  have  comparable  responsibility  in  the  State;  and  a  blind  pupil 
is  a  blind  individual  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  an  institution  of  less 
than  college  grade. 

Section  2.  The  Act  entitled  “An  Act  providing  additional  aid  for 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind”,  approved  August  4,  1919,  as 
amended  (20  U.S.C.  101),  is  further  amended  by  striking  out  “$250,000” 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  “$400,000”. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large ,  84th  Congress,  1956,  Session  II, 
Public  Law  922,  Chapter  882,  page  938.  \ 


The  following  act,  entitled  “To  amend  the  Act  to  promote  the 
education  of  the  blind,  approved  March  3,  1879,  as  amended,  so  as  to 
authorize  wider  distribution  of  books  and  other  special  instruction 
materials  for  the  blind,  and  to  increase  the  appropriations  authorized 
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for  this  purpose,  and  to  otherwise  improve  such  Act,  was  approved 
September  22,  1961 : 

Be  is  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

That  the  first  sentence  of  section  3  of  the  Act  entitled  “An  Act  to 
promote  the  education  of  the  blind”,  approved  March  3,  1879,  as 
amended  (20  U.S.C.  102),  is  amended  to  read  as  follows:  “The  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  over 
semiannually,  to  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  chartered  in  1858  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  upon  requisition  of  their  president,  counter¬ 
signed  by  their  treasurer,  one-half  of  such  annual  appropriation  upon 
the  following  conditions: 

Sec.  2.  The  paragraph  of  such  section  3,  designated  “Second,”  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Second.  No  part  of  the  appropriation  shall  be  expended  in  the 
erection  or  leasing  of  buildings;  but  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  may  use  each  year  a  reasonable  sum  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  salaries  and  other  expenses  of  experts  and  other  staff 
to  assist  special  committees  which  may  be  appointed  in  performance  of 
their  functions,  and  for  expenses  of  such  special  committees. 

Sec.  3.  The  paragraph  of  such  section  3  designated  “Sixth,”  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Sixth.  The  superintendent  of  each  public  institution  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  blind  (or  his  designee)  and  the  chief  State  school  officer  (or 
his  designee),  of  each  State  and  possession  of  the  United  States,  the 
Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  each, 
ex-officio,  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American  Print¬ 
ing  House  for  the  Blind  only  for  purposes  of  administering  this  Act. 

Sec.  4.  The  Act  entitled  “An  Act  providing  additional  aid  for  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind”,  approved  August  4,  1919,  as 
amended  (20  U.S.C.  101),  is  further  amended  by  striking  out  “the  sum 
not  to  exceed  $400,000”  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
“such  sum  as  the  Congress  may  determine”,  and  by  inserting  after  “said 
Act”  the  following:  “under  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare”. 

Sec.  5.  The  amendments  made  by  this  Act  shall  be  effective  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  date  of  its  enactment. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  87th  Congress.  1961,  Section  1, 
Public  Law  87-294,  page  627 .J 


The  following  resolution  amending  the  Charter  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  passed  on  October  30,  1962,  and  signed 
by  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Kentucky  and  Ex-officio  Trustees, 


31 


was  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  on  April  12,  1963: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  That,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Incorporated, 
was  held  at  the  Kentucky  Hotel,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  at  12:15  p.m.,  on 
October  30,  1 962. 

Said  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  notice  of  more  than  thirty  (30) 
days  that  said  meeting  would  he  held  at  the  aforesaid  time  and  place 
and  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  acting  upon  proposed  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Charter  of  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  Fifty- 
two  Trustees,  constituting  a  quorum,  were  present  in  person  at  said 
meeting. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  Trustees  present  at  the  said  meeting,  as 
evidenced  by  the  affixing  of  their  respective  signatures  to  the  within 
amendments  and  as  evidenced  by  the  signatures  of  other  Trustees,  in 
the  aggregate  constituting  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Trustees,  the 
following  amendments  to  the  Charter  were  adopted  and  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Corporation  were  ordered  and  directed  to  execute  said 
amendments  and  to  file  and  lodge  the  same  for  record  as  provided  by  law: 

The  Charter  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Incor¬ 
porated,  as  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  January  23, 
1858;  and  Amended:  February  25,  1960;  April  3,  1961;  June  3,  1865; 
February  28,  1880  and  July  12,  1941,  is  hereby  further  amended  as 
follows: 

( 1 )  Section  1  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  in  its  entirety  as 
follows: 


SECTION  1 

That  an  Institution  under  the  name  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  or  its  vicinity, 
and  that  James  Guthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S.  Bell,  Bryce  M. 
Patten,  William  Kendrick,  John  G.  Barret,  and  A.  O.  Brannin,  and  their 
successors,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  a  body  corporate,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  with  the  right  as  such  to  use  a  common  seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  justice  and  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  institution  are  involved.  The  said  trustees  are 
hereby  fully  empowered  to  receive  by  legacies,  conveyances,  or  otherwise, 
lands,  money,  and  other  property,  and  the  same  to  retain,  use  and  apply 
to  the  publishing  of  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind;  and  they  are 
authorized  to  purchase  land,  and  erect,  purchase,  or  rent  buildings,  for 
the  use  of  said  institution,  and  to  make  all  such  contracts  as  may  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation.  They  may 
appoint  such  officers  and  agents  as  may  be  necessary;  may  prescribe  their 
duties,  and  fix  the  term  of  their  offices  and  the  amount  of  their  com¬ 
pensation;  Provided,  however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by  any 
officer  or  agent  involving  the  payment  of  money  shall  be  binding  until 
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ratified  by  the  trustees.  The  said  trustees  are  hereby  invested  with  the 
same  powers  and  privileges  in  regard  to  the  copyright  of  books  published 
by  them  as  are  enjoyed  by  natural  persons.  The  trustees  may  adopt 
from  time  to  time,  such  bylaws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  may  be  legal 
and  proper. 

The  nature  of  the  business  of  the  corporation  shall  consist  of  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  books  for  the  blind;  the  production  and 
distribution  of  tangible  apparatus  that  is  now  in  use  or  that  hereafter 
may  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  blind  persons;  research  of  all  kinds  for 
the  benefit  of  blind  persons;  and  any  and  every  activity  which  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  its  purposes  as  an  agency  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  the 
education,  rehabilitation  and  welfare  of  blind  persons. 

In  addition  to  the  trustees  named  in  this  section,  the  superintendent 
of  each  public  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  or  his  designee, 
and  the  chief  state  school  officer,  or  his  designee,  of  each  state  and 
possession  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  each  be  and  hereby  are  constituted,  ex- 
officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  for  the  purpose  only  of  supervising  the  administration  of 
that  certain  Act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1879,  entitled  “An  Act 
To  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind”  and  all  amendments  thereto, 
and  with  no  responsibilities,  right  or  duties  with  respect  to  the  election 
of  officers,  the  alteration,  amendment  or  repeal  of  any  bylaws,  or  at¬ 
tendance  at  any  regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  unless  action 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  the  aforesaid  Act  is  to  be 
taken  at  such  meeting. 

Such  ex-officio  trustees  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  shall  be  given 
notice  of  all  reglaru  and  special  meetings  of  the  trustees  at  which  action 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  the  said  Act  is  to  be 
taken,  and  unless  such  notice  is  duly  given  no  such  action  shall  be  taken 
with  respect  thereto. 

(2)  Sections  6,  7,  8  and  9  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  repealed  in 
their  entirety. 

(3)  Section  10  shall  be  and  it  hereby  is  renumbered  so  as  to  become 
Section  6. 

In  Testimony  Whereof  witness  the  signatures  of  the  President, 
Secretary,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  Incorporated,  this  12th  day  of  April,  1963. 


The  act,  entitled  “Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Amend¬ 
ments  of  1969”,  approved  April  13,  1970,  included  in  Section  81  1  of 
Public  Law  230,  the  following  provision  to  amend  the  Act  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  approved  March  3,  1879,  as 
amended,  so  as  to  include  private  nonprofit  institutions  (in  which 
blind  pupils  are  educated) : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled. 
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(a)  That  the  paragraph  designated  “First”  in  section  3  of  the  Act 
entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind”,  approved  March 
3,  1879  (20  U.S.C.  102),  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

First.  (A)  Such  appropriation  shall  be  expended  by  the  trustees  of 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  each  year  in  manufacturing 
and  furnishing  books  and  other  materials  specially  adapted  for  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  blind;  and  the  total  amount  of  such  books  and  other  materials 
so  manufactured  and  furnished  by  such  appropriation  shall  each  year  be 
distributed  among  all  the  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  in  the 
States,  territories,  and  possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  which  blind 
pupils  are  educated.  Each  public  and  private  nonprofit  institution  for 
the  education  of  the  blind  shall  receive,  in  books  and  other  materials, 
upon  requisition  of  its  superintendent,  that  portion  of  the  appropriation 
as  is  shown  by  the  ratio  between  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  that  insti¬ 
tution  and  the  total  number  of  blind  pupils  in  all  of  the  public  and 
private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated.  Each 
chief  State  school  officer  shall  receive,  in  books  and  other  materials,  upon 
requisition,  that  portion  of  the  appropriation  as  is  shown  by  the  ratio 
between  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  public  and  private  nonprofit  insti¬ 
tutions  (in  the  State)  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated,  other  than 
institutions  to  which  the  preceding  sentence  is  applicable,  and  the  total 
number  of  olind  pupils  in  the  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  in 
which  blind  pupils  are  educated  in  all  of  the  States,  territories,  and  pos¬ 
sessions  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  ratio  referred  to  in  each  of  the  two  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  sentences  shall  be  computed  upon  the  first  Monday  in 
January  of  each  year;  and  for  purposes  of  such  sentences  the  number  of 
blind  pupils  in  public  and  private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which  blind 
pupils  are  educated  shall  be  authenticated  in  such  manner  and  as  often 
as  the  trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall  require. 
For  purposes  of  this  Act,  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  is 
any  institution  which  provides  education  exclusively  for  the  blind,  or 
exclusively  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  children  (in  which  case 
special  classes  are  provided  for  the  blind);  the  chief  State  school  officer 
of  a  State  is  the  superintendent  of  public  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  in  such  State  or,  if  there  is  none,  such  other  official  as  the 
Governor  certifies  to  have  comparable  responsibility  in  the  State;  and  a 
blind  pupil  is  a  blind  individual  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  an  institu¬ 
tion  of  less  than  college  grade. 

(B)  The  portion  of  the  appropriation  received  by  each  chief  State 
school  officer,  in  such  books  and  other  materials  under  subparagraph  (A) 
of  this  paragraph  which  represents  the  number  of  blind  pupils  in  private 
nonprofit  institutions  in  such  State  in  which  blind  pupils  are  educated 
shall  be  distributed  among  such  institutions  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of 
blind  pupils  in  each  such  institution  as  compared  to  the  total  number  of 
such  pupils  in  all  of  the  private  nonprofit  institutions  in  which  blind 
pupils  are  educated  in  such  State. 

(C)  All  books  and  other  materials  furnished  pursuant  to  this  Act, 
and  control  and  administration  of  their  use,  shall  vest  only  in  a  public 
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agency.  Such  books  and  materials  made  available  pursuant  to  this  Act 
for  use  of  teachers  and  blind  pupils  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  possession 
of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  any  school  shall  be  limited  to  those  books  and  materials 
which  have  been  approved  by  an  appropriate  educational  authority  or 
agency  of  such  State,  Territory,  possession,  Commonwealth,  or  District, 
or  any  local  educational  authority  thereof,  for  use,  or  are  used,  in  a  public 
elementary  or  secondary  school  therein. 

(b)  The  paragraph  designated  “Fourth”  of  section  3  of  the  Act  en¬ 
titled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  education  of  the  blind”,  approved  March 
3,  1879,  as  amended  (20  U.S.C.  102),  is  amended  by  inserting  imme¬ 
diately  after  “public”,  the  following:  “and  private  nonprofit”. 

(c)  Section  4  of  such  Act  is  amended  by  inserting  immediately  after 
“public”,  the  following:  “or  private  nonprofit”. 

[United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  91st  Congress,  1970,  Session  II, 
Public  Law  91-230,  Sec.  811,  pages  194-195.] 
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